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What is the Forestry Challenge? 
• The Forestry Challenge is an academic competition 

for high school students in technical forestry and 
current forestry topics. 

• Participants spend four days in the forest learning 
about the ecology and management of the forested 
landscapes that provide communities with water, 
recreational opportunities, forest products, and 
wildlife habitat. 

• Youth benefit by better understanding the 
relationship of the forested environment to their 
community, by exposure to natural resource 
management as a potential career option, and by 
undertaking a rigorous critical thinking exercise. 

 



Goal #1:  Teach students the basic 
principles of forestry, connecting 
classroom math and science to 
hands-on experiences with real-
world applications, enabling them to 
make recommendations about 
natural resource management. 

Growth Rates 
Bill Snyder 

Fuel Quantification 
Using Brown’s Transects Measuring 

Coulter Cones 



Goal #2:  Give students the 
opportunity to explore careers by 
interacting with natural resource 
professionals including foresters, 
hydrologists, soil scientists, wildlife 
biologists, and fire scientists. 

Julie Dufresne 
Big Creek Lumber Co. 

Patrick McDaniel 
CalFire 

Paula Randler 
US Forest Service 



Goal #3: Provide an opportunity for a 
diverse student population to 
experience outdoor recreation and 
develop an appreciation for the 
forest and its benefits to all. 

Ropes Course 
El Dorado Group Games 

Shasta 

Boating on Sequoia Lake Free Time 
Santa Cruz 



2016 participation was 415 students 
and 84 teachers from 56 schools, 

as well as 124 volunteers donating over 1,600 hours.  
54% of 2016 students were female. 
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Significant Upgrade – Website 



Significant Upgrade – Foresters and Schools 

Teachers requested foresters when 
they pre-registered in the spring.  We 
were able to match 46 schools with a 
local forester. 

RPF Steve Cannon with Elk Grove High School 



Significant Upgrade – Golf Cart 



Significant Upgrade – Bin System 



Significant Upgrade – Electronics 

Projectors 

Computers 

PA System 



Significant Upgrade – Staff and Staff Vests 

Rika Piercy 
Emergency Care Coordinator 

Lori and Deseray – Office Staff 

Staff Vests 



Outlook for 2017 and Beyond 

Jerry Jensen 
Len Lindstrand 

Dave Dealey John Nicoles 



Outlook for 2017 and Beyond 

David Springe 

Kristy Peterson 

Jeffry Rose 

Ariel Thomson 

Brandon Wingate 

Julie Dufresne 

Chris Dow 



Thank You! 


